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Charles R. Ware  
Reunion 

 

Cape May, New Jersey 

 
 

November 11 to 15, 2009 
 

Editor Jerry Alperstein  
  

 
 
 

Honoring the Waremen of the 1950s 
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Our home away from home for the reunion was 
 the Grand Hotel in Cape May, New Jersey 
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 Manning the Registration Desk  . . .  

  was Nancy Bailey . . .  

 with Muriel Biondo 
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The Hospitality Suite was our headquarters, 
our meeting room, our social hall  

Tom Mahoney 
David Fuller 

Ed  
McGettigan  

Jr 

     Rick Fonzo                  Ron Tytlar                  Frank Biondo 

Ed  
McGettigan  

  

Jack 
Duhon 

Carl 
Schneider  
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For those who return each year,  
the Hospitality Suite has a familiar look 

 

Sara Alperstein 
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David Hare 
David Fuller 

  Richard         Carmella  
    Discoe             Discoe Ena & Everett Williams 

 Robert Mullen 

Jake Britton 

Tina Hare 
Pam Alvarez 

Joe & Ruth 
Lazzaro 

Mike 
Gaeta 

Ed 
Cocnavitch 
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Rick 
Fonzo 

Tom 
Hutton 

Frank 
Biondo 

David 
Hare 

Ed 
McGettigan 

Jr 

Torrence 
Stackhouse 

Mike 
Oestreicher 

Lee Ann 
Falcone 

Ed 
Yelton 

Joan 
Falcone 

Mike 
Falcone 

Marilyn 
Stackhouse 
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A nor'easter storm with a lot of rain and wind 
kept the sun away for the entire reunion  
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Thursday, November 12,  started with breakfast    

Chuck 
Yelton 

Tom & Pam 
Alvarez 

Walt 
Gnorek 

Eddie 
Yelton 

Mike 
Oestreicher 

Tom 
Gates 

Lucille 
Tytlar 
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Then it was off to  
United States Coast Guard Station, Cape May 

  

 

The rain and wind kept us indoors 
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Our tour of the Coast Guard Station  
was confined to an auditorium  . . . 

 

Jack   
Butler 

Nancy & John  
Bailey 

Marilyn & Richard 
Doerrmann 

Elaine & Tom   
Spicer 
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. . . with three informative speakers  

Tom  
Alvarez 
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Then it was off to lunch at the 
Coast Guard Harborview Club 

where the chow line started back there . . . 

 

. . . and continued on . . . 
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. . . until we got here   

 

Our only problem was when the  
soft ice cream machine conked out  

 

Tom  
Spicer 
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   Andrew               Mike 
     Terek              Falcone 

David 
Hare 

Sara Alperstein                                                 

Joanne 
Stives 

Joan  
Casseri 

Carmen & David 
Fuller 
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Chuck  
Yelton 

Joan  
Casseri 

Joanne 
Stives 

Mike 
Oestreicher 

Robert 
Stives 
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 Norman & Frances 
Bohan 

Robert 
Mullen 

Tom 
Spicer 
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Robert & Irene  
Mullen 

Walt 
Gnorek 

Ed 
McGettigan 

Jr 
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 Then it was back to the hotel for our  
Historic District Trolley Tour . . . 

 

Tom Alvarez 
Tom Hutton 

Ena & Everett 
Williams 
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Richard 
Mullen 

Sara & 
Jerry 

Alperstein 

Tour  
Guide 

Trolley Driver 
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. . . and our  visit to the Emlen Physick Estate 

Tom Alvarez 
Everett Williams 
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Carmela & Richard 
Discoe 
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 . . . where many Ware shutterbugs  
were out in force 

 

Thursday evening’s activity  
was our first of three banquet meals . . .   

 

David  
Fuller  

Tom 
Alvarez 
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We were greeted  by  
Cape May Mayor Edward Mahaney . . . 

 

Nancy  
Bailey 

John 
Bailey 
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• . . who presented us with a  
Certificate of Appreciation   
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It was Captain Norman Bohan’s night to shine 
as part of a panel discussion by  
Cape May’s “greatest generation  

remembering their wartime service  
Norman Bohan 
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   David Fuller                Norman Bohan           Roland Priddy 

Jack Duhon 
 
     

Norman Bohan 

Richard   
Dopyera 

Ron  
Watt 
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Some of that rain leaked into the hotel, 
including in our banquet room  

Tom 
Hutton 
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The bad weather continued Friday, 
cancelling our boat cruise around Cape May  
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So it was back to the Hospitality Suite  
for a morning of camaraderie   

 

Kay & Paul Hepler 

Rick  
Fonzo 

Tom Mahoney  
 
                   Ed McGettigan 

Tom Alvarez  
 
           Sara Alperstein 

Sam Armao 
                        Jerry Alperstein 

  
Harry  

Kokolski   

Allan Jongetjes 
                        Diane Gillum 

  
Kathy 

Gelenites  
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Jackie & Roland 
Priddy 

Jim  & Richard 
Egged 

Pam 
Alvarez Joe Lazzaro 

                           Tom Alvarez 

Robert Mullen 
 

Aldo Casseri 

Mike 
Oestreicher 

Joan 
 Kowalczyk 
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Ed 
Yelton 

Ed 
McGettigan 

Jr 
Robert 
Mullen 

  

Tom 
Mahoney 

Chuck 
Yelton 

Jackie Priddy                     David Hare        Roland Priddy 
  

Dick  
Salm 
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Robert 
Gelenites 

Richard 
Discoe 

Rick Fonzo 
                        Ron Tytlar 

Ed Yelton 
Robert Mullen 

Mike Falcone 
                         Everett Williams   

Lucille & 
Ron Tytlar 

Gary 
Kufall 
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Jim Egged 
 

Mike Oestreicher 

Tom 
Spicer 

Nancy &  
Henry  
Schultz 

Pam 
Alvarez 

Walter & Loretta 
Gnorek 

Jean & Tom 
Gates 

Marge 
Armao 
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Everett 
Williams 

Frank Biondo 
 
                               Chuck Yelton 

Mike Oestreicher 

David 
Fuller 

Roland Priddy 
Aldo & Joan 

Casseri 

Jake 
Britton 

Allan 
Jongetjes 

Marge 
Armao 

Irene 
Mullen 

Frank Biondo 
Mike  

Oestreicher 

Carol 
Evans 
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One of the more interesting pieces of 
Ware clothing   

worn at our reunion  
was this jacket 
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Contrary to popular belief, 
Frank Biondo was seen relaxing 

at the reunion  
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On Friday afternoon we visted 
  the restored lighthouse at  
Cape May Point State Park 
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World War II 
Fire Control Tower 23 
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The Friday evening banquet started with the 
ceremony honoring Waremen of the 1950s 
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Before the festivities started, 
Reunion hosts John and Nancy Bailey 

needed to take care of last-minute details 
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 . . . except when he was at the dinner table  

 

 

If it moved, Tom Alvarez was there to film it . . .   
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. . . with Tim Spicer  
as our Master of Ceremonies 

  

 

Let the ceremony begin . . .   
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. . . recognizing Jack Bermingham 
   

 

. . . and John Bailey 
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Honoring the Waremen of the 1950s 
 

 

Our guest that evening  
was the local VFW Post Chaplain 

 

Nancy & John 
Bailey 

Tom & Elaine 
Spicer 

 Jim 
Roney 

 Jim 
Roney 
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After supper we enjoyed  
a nostalgic trip down “memory lane”  

with the music of the “Greatest Generation” 

 

. . . while John and Nancy Bailey  
thanked them at the end  

John Bailey introduced the entertainment . . . 
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In between, we stood to be recognized . . .  
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. . .  and did a little dancing  

Diane Gillum 
Allan Jongetjes 

Tom & Ruth  
Hutton 

Jackie & Roland 
Priddy 

Carmen & David  
Fulmer 



 54 

 

 

. . . and finished with a wonderful banquet 

 

. . . paused for lunch 

 

Looking back on Friday,  
we started with breakfast . . . 

  

Jim & Richard 
Egged 

Allan Jongetjes 
Diane Gillum 

Sam & Marge 
Armao 

Tom & Elaine 
Spicer 
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A trolley tour of  
Cape May’s World War II landmarks   

started our Saturday 

 

Aldo & Joan 
Casseri 

Tom & Ruth 
Hutton 

Tour Guide/Driver 

Liz & Tim 
Connolly 
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 The rain may have stopped, but not the wind 
  

 

John  
Bailey 

Liz 
Connolly 

Tim 
Connolly 
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Then it was off to the  
Forgotten Warriors Vietnam Museum 

useum  

 

Nancy 
Bailey 
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John Bailey 
            Jerry Alperstein 
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Museum founder and President Thomas Collins 
greets the Waremen and wives 

 

John 
Bailey 

Diane 
Gillum 
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Jerry 
Alperstein Tom 

Hutton 

Aldo 
 Casseri 

Allan 
Jongetjes 

Liz 
Connolly 

Richard 
 Mullen 

Tim 
Connolly 
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Naval Air Station Wildwood  
was our last stop on Saturday morning 
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 71 

 

 



 72 
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Then we returned to the hotel for lunch  

Dick 
Salm 

Marty 
Slomka Ed 

Cocnavitch 
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Saturday afternoon concluded with the  
Sunset Beach  Flag Lowering Ceremony and 

Ware memorial service 
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 A Navy Chaplain  
led the memorial service 

 

John Bailey was Master of Ceremonies  



 78 

 
 

The Ware was recognized by 
County Commissioner Ralph Bakely 

 

Frank 
Biondo 
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Taps by 
Jerry Alperstein 
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At sunset, the casket flag of  
shipmate Ralph Siegers  

was lowered from the staff  and  
folded by a Coast Guard honor guard . . . 
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  . . . before  being presented to  
Ralph’s widow, Minnie Seigers 
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 Minnie Seigers 
and family 

Beth 
Hartog Ralph 

Seigers 

Brenda 
Waudenberg 

Minnie 
Seigers 
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Frank 
Biondo 

Lucille 
 Tytlar Marianne  

Knapp 

Mary 
Watt 

Rick 
Fonzo 

Herb 
 Patullo 
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Our Hostess 
Sue Gibson  

remembers her 
sailor dad 

Tom 
Alvarez 

John  
Bailey 
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 Saturday evening was our third banquet . . .  
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. . . With its share of speakers and honorees    

John Bailey 
 

Tim Connolly 

Tom 
Spicer 
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David Hare   
Tom Hutton              

Hank 
Schultz 

Frank 
Biondo 

Tom  
Hutton                
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 Many of our descendants were recognized  

The  
Seigers 
family 
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Lee Ann 
Falcone 

Ed 
McGettigan  

Jr 

Jim  
Egged 

Joan & Mike 
Falcone 

Richard  
Egged 
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Our annual raffle was a highlight of 
the Saturday banquet . . .  

v 

Hank 
Schultz 

Nancy 
Schultz 

Carmen 
Fuller 

Allan 
Jongetjes Diane 

Gillum 

Nancy 
Schultz 
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. . .  especially when your ticket is picked 

v 
Ruth 

Hutton Tom 
Hutton 

Elaine 
Spicer 

Mary 
Vinglas 

Tina 
Hare 
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Sara Alperstein loved her raffle prize v 

Frances 
Bohan 
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Does the uniform still fit? v 

John 
Bailey 

William 
Vinglas 
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Tom 
Alvarez Frank  

Kowalczyk 

 

 We had great service  
from the  

dinning room staff 

 

Tom  
Alvarez 
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Tom & Paula 
Mahoney 

Tom & Ruth 
Hutton 

David 
Hare 

Gary & Karen 
Kufall Kathleen 

Gelenites 

Frank & Joanne 
Kowalczyk 
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    John                 Jack                  Tom 
   Bailey              Duhon               Spicer  

 Ed 
McGettigan Jack 

Duhon 
Carl 

Schneider 
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Richard Egged 

John 
Ritchie 

 

Frank & 
Muriel 
Biondo 

Pam 
Alvarez 

Tom 
Spicer 
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After the banquet ended,  
some of us went back to the Hospitality Suite  

to continue our reunion 

  

Roland 
Priddy 

David 
Fuller 
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On Sunday morning  
we had our farewell breakfast  

  

Ann   
Britton  

Loretta & Walter  
Gnorek 
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 One last look at the Grand Hotel lobby  
before departing Cape May, New Jersey 

v 
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Charles R Ware 2010 Reunion Crew 
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Next year in 
 
 
 

Washington, DC/ 
Crystal City, VA  

 
 
 

September 28 to October 3, 2010 

  

            Britton                  Jake                      51-54 BMSN   306 Cottonwood Ln         New Holland           PA     17557 Anne 
            Schneider            Cark                      59-61 EN2       2823 Tremont St              Philadelphia            PA     19136 


